Session #1        ON BEING AN EVANGELICAL

 Intro

 Understanding the term “Evangelical”

 Distinguish from “Fundamentalist”

 (A)        A working definition

 J I PACKER  

Four general characteristics:

       Practical

       Pure

       Unitive

       Rational

Consisting of six essentials:


•
Supremacy of scripture


•
Majesty of Jesus


•
Lordship of the Spirit


•
Necessity of conversion


•
Priority of evangelism


•
Importance of fellowship

 David BEBBINGTON   “Evangelicalism in modern Britain” 

Quadrilateral:

       Conversionism

       Activism

       Biblicism

       Crucicentrism

 John STOTT 

1977 NEAC

       Bible people

       Gospel people

1999 “Evangelical Truth”


•
Bible                             =          God the Father


•
Cross                            =          God the Son


•
Transformation               =          God the Holy Spirit

(B)        A biblical pattern

REVELATION 1:4-9

Context

1.         Blessing from God    1:4-5a  

 “grace and peace”

 NB Trinitarian formula

2.         The work of Christ    1:5b-8  

 “To him who love us”

Christ’s saving work:

      “freed from sins by his blood”

      “made us a kingdom … priests …”

Plus “behold he is coming”

 

3.         Living in the light of this    1:9-10 

“tribulation …the kingdom…”

Requires “patient endurance”

NB Exile “on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus”

       The word of God

 
       The testimony of Jesus

i.e. Bible people and gospel people (out of which flows transformed lives).

 

