3. Misunderstanding Christianity?
- But why is there so much hypocrisy?
- Matthew 9:10-13 (page 981)

Christianity is not for good people

Christianity is for sinners.
- Christianity stands or falls not on the performance of Christians, but on the person of Jesus Christ.
Discussion #3

Suggested questions

1. Generally speaking, what do people say Christianity is about? How does this compare with what Jesus Himself says about it in Matthew 9?
2. Why is it important to be clear on the message of Christianity when it comes to this issue of hypocrisy?
3. “The Church is full of sinners. But Jesus Christ is perfect in every way. And only He can forgive the hypocrisy in all of our hearts.” Discuss.
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1. Jesus can’t stand hypocrisy in the church
- Hypocrisy is a sickening thing
- Matthew 23 (page 998). ‘The seven woes of Jesus’
Discussion #1

Suggested questions:

1. What are people’s general perceptions about hypocrisy in the church?

2. What do we make of Jesus’ words in Matthew 23 against hypocrisy?

3. “There is far too much hypocrisy in the Church but it's certainly not being condoned. In fact God Himself will judge it.” Discuss.

2. Authenticity versus Integrity
- “Christians are hypocrites, there’s no way I could believe in it.”
- The difference between authenticity and integrity

Hypocrisy undermines integrity.


Hypocrisy doesn’t necessarily undermine authenticity.

- Matthew 23:1-3 (page 998)

Do what they say

Don’t do as they do
Discussion #2

Suggested questions:

1. What is it about hypocrisy which makes people want to reject Christianity?

2. Do you think people recognise the distinction between authenticity & integrity?

3. What do you make of Jesus’ assertion that a lack of integrity in the church does not necessarily mean Christianity itself is wrong?










































