3. Can we trust ourselves?
So much more we could say…
· archaeological evidence

· fulfilment of 300+ prophecies

· Jesus’ own attitude to the Bible 
Instead…
…John 3:19-20 (page 9)
- Can you trust yourself to let the evidence lead you to where it points?

Discussion #3

Idea questions

1. Do you think you come to the Bible with a neutral or bias mindset and why?

2. In what ways, if any, has this forum impacted your view on the reliability of the Bible?
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Part 1
Can we trust the copies of the Bible we have today?
 

Followed by discussion around tables
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Part 2
Can we trust the contents of the Bible?
 

Followed by discussion around tables
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Part 3
Can we trust ourselves?
 

Followed by discussion around tables
----------

The Forum is part of Grace Church Dulwich. For more information about The Forum or if you have any questions about today please email Mark at: markbjackson@hotmail.co.uk

Previous Forums can be found at www.gracechurchdulwich.org.uk under the ‘Talks’ tab.
1. Can we trust the copies of the Bible we have today?

- Chinese whispers?

	
	Date of original document
	Date of oldest surviving copy
	Time  gap between original & copy
	Number of copies in existence today

	Thucydides’ history of the Peloponnesian War
	C. 431 – 400 BC
	AD 900
	1,300 years
	73

	Caesar’s Gallic War

	C. 58-50 BC
	AD 825
	875 years
	10

	Tacitus’ Histories and Annals
	C. AD 98-108
	C. AD 850
	750 years
	2

	The New Testament

	AD 40-100
	AD 350
	310 years
	?


- What the experts say: Prof Hort




  Sir Frederick Kenyon

Discussion #1

Suggested questions:

1. What are people’s general perceptions of the reliability of the Bible?

2. What do we make of the comparison between the New Testament and other documents of the time?

3. “99% of the New Testament can be reconstructed beyond any reasonable doubt.” Discuss.

2. Can we trust the contents of the Bible?
John 20:30-31 (page 60)

- Written by John as fact, not fiction

- Backed up by the evidence of named people and places

- Corroborated by Matthew, Mark & Luke

- Consistent with message of whole Bible 

(over 1500 years, 40 authors, 3 languages, 3 continents.)

- What would John gain from writing his gospel unless it were true?

Discussion #2

Suggested questions:

1. What reasons do people give for thinking that the Bible is fiction, not fact?

2. What do we make of the five bullet points above as to why we can trust that John is writing fact, not fiction?
3. What more would you need to be persuaded of the reliability of the Bible?











































